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Sign of the times: Candidates try to
connect
By LIAM FARRELL, Staff Writer
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Standing on a highway overpass in the heat of an early August morning, Del. Don Dwyer
was undeniably in his element.
AP VIDEO
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Commuters heading north that morning
were greeted by not only the Republican
from Glen Burnie, but also by an almost
80-foot-wide display of signs and flags.
The delegate, seeking his third term, tried
to make a connection - however brief - by
pointing and waving at the driver of every
car, truck and van that passed beneath his
feet.
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Dwyer, one of the most conservative and controversial politicians in Maryland, calls the
traveling display his "brand," a way to stick in the minds of voters.
"You can't get any more grass roots than this, because it doesn't cost any money," he
said. "I don't have the money to fight back. This is the way I can reach the people."
As the post-Labor Day world turns from baseball and seersucker to football and tweed,
commuters across Anne Arundel
County are sure to catch more glimpses of political candidates standing on the side of
roadways with wide signs and grins.
And there's no time to waste, as the primary election has already begun. Maryland wraps
up its first foray into early voting today, and the official primary follows on Tuesday.
County Councilman Chuck Ferrar, who is facing a challenge in the Democratic primary
from Chris Trumbauer, has spent many recent mornings waving signs at the intersection
of Forest Drive and Chinquapin Round Road.
Ferrar said it's one way to guarantee people who may know him from the community or
business world make the connection that he is running for County Council.
"It is amazing how many people see me (waving signs) and recognize me later on," he
said.
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County Executive John R. Leopold, typically seen as the pioneer of sign waving in the
county, said he even went out to a roadside before surgery this summer. He said sign
waving works best as a supplement to knocking on doors.
"Sign waving is only good as a reinforcement of personal contact," he said. "Sign waving
should try to establish … that psychic energy."
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Some candidates have found unique ways to get attention in their sign-waving efforts.
Dr. Ron Elfenbein, a Republican running for state Senate in District 30, started holding
free blood pressure screenings on Forest Drive last week.
"Most people kind of tune (sign waving) out," he said. "This is kind of a good way to stand
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"Most people kind of tune (sign waving) out," he said. "This is kind of a good way to stand
out."
Elfenbein said he doesn't try to force politics on the people who stop, since there is a
medical purpose to what he is doing. But he did acknowledge that this is a way to
introduce himself to the community before the election.
"Clearly there is a political motive there," he said. "We got a lot of positive feedback."
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Dwyer tries to choose his areas based on traffic counts to maximize his exposure.
Although sign waving has physical benefits - the delegate estimates he will lose 20 to 30
pounds over the election season - he acknowledges it is hard to know how many drivers
actually vote in a given district.
Meaningful dialogue also can be tough to find.
"I only got eight middle fingers this morning," Dwyer said. "I'd love to have one of them
stop and just engage in a conversation."
---
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Sign waving is an invaluable tool. I, like many voters, vote for the first person I see on the street
who holds up a sign indicating his or her candidacy. There is simply no better system for selecting
our voices in government.
Mycroft Holmes - severna park, md - Karma: Neutral

LOGIN TO POST A COMMENT
If you encounter other problems, please email ewiffin@capitalgazette.com and include your name,
username, and any errors or messages that are displayed. The more information you can provide, the
better able we will be to assist you.

Username:

Password:
Login

Forgot your username? Forgot your password? Create an account

MOST READ STORIES

more>>

#1 - 1 drink yields 6 years in prison
#2 - Police Beat for Sept. 14
#3 - 3 seriously hurt in Arnold car accident
#4 - Motorcyclist dies in chain reaction crash
#5 - Arundel Digest
#6 - Historic chapel used as backdrop for TV
shoot
#7 - Diesel fuel guzzled from dairy stores
#8 - Around Broadneck: 4 couples restoring
Baltimore Harbor Lighthouse
#9 - Police Beat for Sept. 12
#10 - State issues AAMC $12K radiation
penalty
MOST COMMENTED STORIES

more>>

#1 - Pro-slots campaign says 'Now or Never'
(52 comments)
#2 - Leopold on defense, opponents on attack
(24 comments)
#3 - Developer, opponent clash over casino
(14 comments)
#4 - Teachers request contract impasse (14
comments)
#5 - Group calls for halt to Market House deal
(10 comments)

Pasadena

Crownsville

Advertisement

Search HometownAnnapolis.com
NEWS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Archives
Business
Columnists
Environment
Government
Local
Naval Academy
Obituaries
Opinion
Police
Public Record
Region
Story index
Weather
Get news alerts
Send news tip
Traffic cameras

COMMUNITIES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Local
Annapolis
Broadneck
Crofton
Crownsville
Edgewater
Kent Island
Millersville
Odenton
Pasadena
Severna Park
Severn
South County
West County
Calendar
Schools
Glen Burnie
Bowie

Search

SPORTS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

High School
Naval Academy
College
Professional
Outdoors
Sailing/Boating
Golf Tips

ENTERTAINMENT
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Entertainment
Calendar
Child's Play
Movie Showtimes
Dining Review
Tour Annapolis
Live Music
Contests

VOICES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Blogs
Columnists
Comments
Editorials
Letters
Registration
Share Your Ideas

LIFESTYLE
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lifestyle
Automotive
Food/Wine
Home & Garden
Ask a Vet
Seniors

SPECIALS
•
•
•
•
•

09-10 Guidebook
Readers Choice
Home & Garden
Capital Style
Public Housing

ONLINE
• Advertise
• Archive
• Blogs
• Calendar
• Comments
• Contact us
• Cookbook
• Slideshows
• Video
• AP Video
SUBMIT INFO:
• Anniversary
• Band info
• Birth
• Calendar event
• Engagement
• Letter
• Obituary
• Wedding

CONTACT US

MARKET PLACE

• Advertise
• Advertise
Classified
• Advertise Online
• Advertise Print
• Contact Us
• Contact Capital
• Contact Online
• Capital history
• Carrier supplies
• Deal of the Day!
• Forms
• Internships
• Legal ads
• Send news tip
• Stop delivery
• Subscribe
• Share Your Ideas
CONTACT:
• Bowie
• Crofton
• Maryland Gazette
• West County

Copyright © 2010 | Capital Gazette Communications, Inc., Annapolis, Maryland | Privacy Policy & Terms of Use

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cars
Classifieds
Coupons
Find a newspaper
Hotels/Lodging
Homes
Jobs
Local Directory
News Archives
Photo reprints
Restaurants
Subscribe

